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UNIT 7

Planning and Building a House

A. Planning and building a house is a well-known procedure, so read the text
and try to figure out the meaning of the unclear words connected with the
topic.

There has recently been a boom in the building industry. Large investors
private owners build new houses; in cities high-rise residential buidings
the suburbs of the cities and villages, detached houses or bungalows ar
the moment most cities in Slovakia look ke a large building ste. Cranes.
bricks, panels and other building materials are all over the place and ofte:
trafic.

The procedure for buiding a house is quite @ complex one. Investors usually &
an idea about the Kind of ouse they wan to build o meet their nesds or tha
current trends. First of all, they need a plot of land; then they should

architect, who will design the house. The architect, in cooperation with designers.
draws prefiminary plans to show the size of the house, the interior arrangement of
rooms and where all the fillngs must go in the house. The architect can 2

the client a rougn estimate of the cost. The architect should cooperate
surveyor. who wil measure the plot of land or site. Together they will make =

and the investor should then apply for a planning permit to the focal
authorly. After receiving a permit for the construction the architect works

vill be needed to buid the house and how much it wil cost At this stage &
architect or the client himself should find a building contractor. ‘also known as
builder. Several buiding contractors can be invited to submi their tenders. T
clent will choose the contractor offering the best qualiy for a reasonable.

architect usually assists his client o draw up a contract with the building can

i builder is the one who manages the whole process of constructing a house. He
o hire independent crews known as subcontractors 1o perform vanous types of
ork, and he regularty submits their bills 1o the clent,

the very beginning the workmen on the buiding site mark the shape of the ho
ith wooden pegs and tape. Everything is then ready for digging up the topsoll t
epare the site for laying the foundation. After the foundation s laid and set, the
men put a waterproof layer on top of it o prevent moisture in the ground from
ing 10 the rest of the house. Then the bricklayers can start building the wals
make the walls stronger the bricks must overlap each other. This is called
inding/bonding, When the vertical walls are bul, the carpenters can begin their
. A carpenter is a man who does the rough woodwork on a house, €9, he.
stalls the beams and joists that hold the ceilng up. In most cases the walls of the
Iouse are 100 high for the bricklayers, carpenters and plasterers to reach, 52 a
ffod has to be made. A scaffold is a platform of planks for the workmen (o stand
. ILis held up by a framework of steel tubes. After that the tifer can fix the 00! tles
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;::&,\I:; :’)’U;dw that they overlap each other. Whe
rainpipes are installed, They collect the
oot and ake o he dfine. A special crow then Insae the vingonan® 4o 0
house is covered wih the roof and the windows aro- nsalle, many e
orkmen come and fish e house, Plumbers iaal water 008 10 cary g
0 lay pipes Sl
me"sama Yire)slectiiclans can ster &ew‘ii’i'l’uwiih" e s, A
walls and pul n all th lghts an plug-sockets according 0 a il
the an. They have to observe special safety precautions. When all s
pipes are in place, the house is ready for the plastarers. They cover (.
and ceilings with plaster 1o form a hard and smooth surface and leave e o
painters and decorators o give the interor of the house il final appearance. Al
the interior of the house is completed, the fagade is constructed St

N 1he 100l s complated, 1he

When the house is completed, the clier

u § nt can ocoupy it. Construction contracts
gererally provide for various defecls labilty peiods of i, welvo o ghteen onin
rom completion. During this period the contractor must correct any defects thal
appear in the fabric of the building,

B. Substitute the underlined words with their synonyms or the words with
similar meaning from the list. Put them in the proper grammatical form,

builder, hinder, price, fayout, process, sudden increase, complicated, agreerm
authorization, present, inital, design

There has recently been a boom in the building industry. At the moment most cifies
in Slovakia look like a large bulding site. Cranes, piles of bricks and panels and
other building materials are all over the place and often obstruct’ traffic.

“The procedure® for building a house is quite a complex” one. Investors usually have
an idea about the kind of house they want to build to meet the current’ trends. The
architect, in cooperation with designers, draws preliminary Splans to show the size of
the house, the interior arrangement’ of the rooms and where. all the fittings must go in
the house, The architect can also give a client a rough estimate of the gg;ﬁ He will
make a plan’ and the client should then apply for a planning permit’” to a focal
Duilting auhorty.  The architect o the clent himself shoud find a bulda
contractor'!. The architect usually assists his client to draw up a contract'? with the.
building contractor.

C. Are these sentences true o false?

1) A bungalow is a single-storey house.
2{ ‘the architect measures a plot of land and the site.
3) The builder manages the house consiruction process:

) Allthe bills are paid by the building contractor.

5; A carpenter i @ person, who buids or repairs viooden structures,
8 Electricians have to observe special safety precautions.

7) Workmen put a waterproof layer on 0P of a foundation.
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